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Towards the Ocean:The Opening up of the South of

the Yangtze River in Song Dynasty
Chen Guocan & Wu Xibiao

Abstract: Following the establishment of the Song Dynasty, a multi-faceted opening up to the outside world
took shape as a result of the advancement of the South of the Yangtze River and the adjustment of the ruling
policy. In terms of space, the major, ancillary and complementary ports combined with the front, key and adjunct
hinterlands formed a complete system of opening up to the outside world. In terms of activities and targets, the
opening up focused on economic and cultural activities, targeting not only East Asian countries like Korea that
were politically engaged with the Song government, but also countries and regions in Southeast Asia, South Asia
and West Asia. In terms of the modes of activities, non-governmental participants played a major role. On the one
hand, non-governmental bodies represented by seafaring merchants were pivotal in Sino-foreign economic
exchange and instrumental in promoting cultural openness and political exchange; On the other hand, the
significant increase in the number of overseas people coming to China contributed to unparalleled activeness of
Sino-foreign interaction. The opening up fully unfolded and increasingly deepened, reflecting that the the South
of the Yangtze River was gradually breaking through the highly homogeneous rural civilization system in central
China and signified that China was beginning to transform itself from an inland society represented by central
China to a sea-and-land society heralded by the South of the Yangtze River.

Key words: Song Dynasty, the South of the Yangtze River, opening up, ports, hinterlands, areas of

opening up, modes of activities
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