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On the Correlation between Tea Economy and Social

Transition in Modern Qimen

Kang Jian
(Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488)

Abstract: During the period of later Qing and the Republic of China, the tea economy in Qi-
men County had developed unprecedentedly because local businessmen generally operated the
tea trade. With the rise of tea industry, some significant changes had happened on the econo-

my, culture and custom of Qimen which accelerated the social transition. The flourish of tea
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trade also stimulated the rise of some villages, including people’s costume and villages’ ar-
chitecture. The tea peasants had also created new artistic styles of songs and dramas reflec-
ting tea leaves picking, which greatly enriched the local’s daily lives. After the 1940s, as
the decadency of tea trade, Qimen lost its economic base for development, which had signif-
icantly delayed social transition and even caused stagnation in Qimen County.

Key Words: Modern Times, Tea Economy, Qimen County, Social Transition.
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