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A Study of “Hedong” as a Regional Name from Pre-Qin to Han Dynasties

CUI Jian—hua
(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Bejing 100872, China)

Abstract: “Hedong” as a regional name has loaded significantly historical and cultural cannotation, and it had
experienced a long-period evolution. In the Shang Dynasty, it referred to the district between “He”(the Yellow River)
and “Ji” (the Ji River, in Shandong province). “Hedong” used to refer to Jin’s southwestern part from Qin Dynasty, but
those living in Hedong had called this district as “Henei” or “Xihe”. Qin Dynasty had unified the whole nation, “He-
dong” became a name of empire’s administration region. However, original meaning of “Hedong” had still existed in
social life. Wangmang had once abolished Hedong administration region ,but the Han Dynasty had basically inherited
those two meaning in different levels.

Key words:regional name; Hedong; regarding self as center of world; Xihe

<17 -



