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Pomp of Poetic Circles in the Early Tang Dynasty Represented by
Empress Wu Ze—-tian Poem Monuments on Songshan Mountain

LIU Yu-e

(China Central Plain Culture Institute; Zhengzhou Normal University; Zhengzhou,Henan 450044; China)

[ Abstract] Empress Wu Ze—tian is the only empress in Chinese history, and also an outstanding ancient poli-
tician. She and Songshan Mountain were brought together by luck incidentally and left behind numerous historic re-
mains and inscriptions on tablets, among which some poems and historic recordings have been passed on depend-
ing on the inscriptions and act as a complement of the historic books written in biographical style. Studying the po-
em monuments in Songshan Mountain contributes to the understanding of Empress Wu Ze—tian’s activities related
with Songshan Mountain, her literacy, and the role she plays in leading and motivating the poetic circles in the ear-
ly Tang Dynasty.

[ Key words | Songshan Mountain; Empress Wu Ze—tian; poem monuments; poetic circles in the early Tang
Dynasty; pomp
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