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The Spirit of Lisao by Qu Yuan and the Cultural
Tradition of Hunan

Zhu Hanmin

Abstract: Many representative works in Qu Yuan’ s late years were created in Hunan.
His poetic works combining historical reasons in the Central Plains with myths and witchery in
the South not only provided a source as important as The Book of Songs for Chinese literatures
but also became a regional literature tradition of Hunan. The literary orthodox of Hunan laid by
Qu Yuan was passed down to the local literati and other parts which deeply influenced the
later writers and their works. There existed and ran a style of writing with the stability of
regional characteristics which expressed a kind of spiritual temperament with geographical
characteristics in different literary forms.

Key words: the spirit of Qu Yuan’ s Lisao; the literary orthodoxy of Hunan; style of

writing; spiritual temperament
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