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Controversy between Yan Ruoqu and Wang Wan on Ritual Theories: A Critical Review

LI Sheng-hua
( Centre for Studies of Southeast-China Culture Zhejiang Normal University —Jinhua 321004 China)

Abstract: Yan Ruoqu and Wangwan are both representatives of Confucian studies in the early Qing dynas—
ty (1644 —1911) . The controversy between the two starting from the debate on epigraphic reading and inter—
pretation and focusing on the study of ceremonial dressing is the first of its kind in the history of ritual studies
in the Qing dynasty. Based on different opinions of rites they adopt different ways of study: Wang’s is an in—
tegration of earlier scholars’ methods during the Han and the Song dynasties characterized by clinging to the
original meaning whereas Yan’ s is the inheritance of scholars in the Han dynasty characterized by advocacy
of the “ancient study” and emphasis on semantic verification criticizing those in the Song dynasty as “having
coined the ritual system” without academic confirmation. This controversy featuring the rise of ritual studies
in the early Qing dynasty proves of farreaching significance to the development of ritual studies throughout
the dynasty.

Key words: Yan Ruoqu ( 1638 —1704) ; Wang Wan ( 1624 — 1691) ; controversy on ritual theories; de—
velopment of ritual studies in the Qing dynasty ( )
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