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Literary Families in Zhejiang during Qing Dynasty:

Geographical and Historical Distributions and Literary Achievements

ZENG Li§un
( Center for Studies of Southeast Chinese Culture Zhejiang Normal University Jinhua 321004  China)

Abstract: Geographically the literary families in Zhejiang Province during the Qing Dynasty ( 1644 —
1911) were chiefly located in five prefectures: Hangzhou Jiaxing Huzhou Ningbo and Shaoxing and there
were more such families in Western than in Eastern Zhejiang. Historically the number of literary families was
dwindling throughout the Dynasty slumping in the first half and continuing to fall off in the second. The in-
heritance of literature in these families was with rich historical and geographical colors characterized by full
integration of family traditions local features and literary genres. These families were not only devoted to the
literary activities within themselves but also initiating and contributing to the local progress in literature. Liter—
ary schools and societies at that time were mostly participated in or even organized by members of these fami—
lies and therefore based on the familial culture.

Key words: Zhejiang Province in the Qing Dynasty; literary families; geographical and historical distri—
butions; literary achievements
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