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Introspection about “Tang-Song Transition” Hypothesis and

the “Historical China” under the Regional Vision

Diao Peijun

Abstract: The hypothesis of “Tang-Song Transition” is not a perfect research pattern. It is obvious

that the theory could not apply to all the issues and problems of ancient Chinese history. Given China’

s spacious territory and its numerous ethnic peoples, miscellaneous regional differences exist all

around the nation, let alone its diversity in both institution and custom. Thus, its political system,

administration strategy, ceremony and ritual are not necessarily the same in either space or time

dimension, that means: “the fracture-like change” did not occur to all the institutions or measures

during dynastical transformation between Tang and Song.

Key words: Tang-Song Transition, rural service, capitation, Yuan Feng Restructuring, regional dif-
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